
BNQ 0413-205/2016 

Organic Soil Conditioners — Composts — 
Certification Protocol 



This page has intentionally been left empty. 



© BNQ, 2016 

BNQ 0413-205/2016 

Organic Soil Conditioners — Composts — 
Certification Protocol 

Amendements organiques — Composts — Protocole de 
certification 

ICS: 03.120.20; 65.080 

 



REQUEST FOR INFORMATION AND PURCHASE 

Any request for information or purchase of this document may be sent to the Bureau de normalisation 
du Québec (BNQ) at 333, rue Franquet, Québec, Québec  G1P 4C7 
[telephone: 418-652-2238, ext. 2437 or 1-800-386-5114; fax: 418-652-2292;  
E-mail: bnqinfo@bnq.qc.ca; Web Site: www.bnq.qc.ca]. 

REVISION OF BNQ DOCUMENTS 

Collaboration from BNQ document users is essential in keeping our documents up to date. Therefore, 
any suggestion aimed at improving their contents will be appreciated. We ask you to send us your 
suggestions or comments on the form at the end of this document. 

THIRD EDITION — 2016-06-22 

This new edition supersedes the edition dated October 26, 2007. 

This document is published in both French and English. In case of incompatibility, the French 
version prevails. 

The electronic or printed version of this document is for personal use only. Distribution to third 
parties, partners or clients, as well as saving, distribution or use on a computer network is forbidden 
without written agreement from the BNQ. 

Only purchasers duly registered with BNQ Customer Service will receive document updates. 
Notifications and the catalogue may be consulted at all times on the BNQ Web site [www.bnq.qc.ca] 
to verify if a more recent version of a document exists or if amendments or errata have been 
published. 

If a registered purchaser wishes to continue to receive updates, the purchaser must inform BNQ 
Customer Service of any change of address as soon as possible. 

© BNQ, 2016 

All rights reserved. Unless otherwise specified, no part of this document may be reproduced or utilized in any form or 
by any means, electronic or mechanical, including photocopying and microfilming, without written permission from 
the BNQ. 

 
ISBN 978-2-551-25883-3 (printed version)  Legal deposit — Bibliothèque et Archives 

nationales du Québec, 2016 ISBN 978-2-551-25884-0 (PDF) 
 



 

 BNQ 0413-205/2016 

 

 

© BNQ, 2016 

FOREWORD 

This document was updated in consultation with the following people: 

ABBEY, Lord Dalhousie University 

BURELLE, Suzanne Ministère du Développement durable, de 
l’Environnement et de la Lutte contre les 
changements climatiques (MDDELCC) [Québec] 

CANTIN, Pascale Ministère de l’Agriculture, des Pêcheries et de 
l’Alimentation du Québec (MAPAQ)  

DRURY, Andrew All Treat Farms Ltd. 

FORTIN, Vincent GSI Environnement, a division of Englobe 
Corporation 

HÉROUX, Martin Ville de Montréal 

MÉNARD, Karel Front commun québécois pour une gestion 
écologique des déchets (FCQGED) 

TAILLEFER, Sophie  RECYC-QUÉBEC 

 

BILODEAU, Andréanne (project leader)  Bureau de normalisation du Québec (BNQ) 

ÉBACHER, Martine (project leader) Bureau de normalisation du Québec (BNQ) 



This page has intentionally been left empty. 



 

 BNQ 0413-205/2016 

 

 

© BNQ, 2016 

CONTENTS 

Page 

1 DOCUMENT PURPOSE 1

2 NORMATIVE REFERENCES 1

3 DEFINITIONS 1

4 CERTIFICATION PROGRAM GENERAL REQUIREMENTS 3

5 CERTIFICATION RULES OF PROCEDURE 3

5.1 GENERAL RULES OF PROCEDURE 3
5.2 APPLICATION FOR CERTIFICATION 3
5.3 EXAMINATION OF MANUFACTURER’S DOCUMENTS 4
5.4 INSPECTION VISIT LEADING TO CERTIFICATION 4
5.5 DECISION CONCERNING CERTIFICATION AND ISSUING OF 

CERTIFICATE OF CONFORMITY 4
5.6 CONDITIONS FOR MAINTAINING CERTIFICATE OF 

CONFORMITY 4
5.7 PERIODIC INSPECTION VISITS 4
5.8 RENEWAL OF CERTIFICATE OF CONFORMITY 5
5.9 ADDITIONS TO SCOPE OF CERTIFICATE OF CONFORMITY 5

6 PRODUCT MARKING 5

6.1 RIGHTS AND OBLIGATIONS 5
6.2 MARK OF CONFORMITY 5

ANNEX A — INFORMATIVE REFERENCES 6

ANNEX B — BIBLIOGRAPHY 7

 



This page has intentionally been left empty. 



 

 BNQ 0413-205/2016 

 

 

 page 1 © BNQ, 2016 

ORGANIC SOIL CONDITIONERS — COMPOSTS —  

CERTIFICATION PROTOCOL 

1 DOCUMENT PURPOSE 

The purpose of this document is to establish certification requirements and rules of procedure 
applying to the certification of composts used as organic soil conditioners and produced according 
to requirements of the standard CAN/BNQ 0413-200. 

2 NORMATIVE REFERENCES 

In this document, a non-dated normative reference means that the last edition of the reference shall 
be used. 

For the purpose of this document, the following reference documents (including any amendments, 
errata, corrigenda, etc.) contain necessary requirements and are referred to in appropriate places in 
the text: 

BNQ (Bureau de normalisation du Québec) [www.bnq.qc.ca] 

CAN/BNQ 0413-200 Organic Soil Conditioners — Composts. 
(Amendements organiques — Composts.) 

BNQ 9902-001 Product, Process and Service Certification — 
General Rules of Procedure. 
(Certification de produits, de processus et de services — 
Règles de procédure générales.) 

3 DEFINITIONS 

The terms used in this document and the document Certification Requirements CAN/BNQ 0413-200 
are defined in the documents CAN/BNQ 0413-200 and BNQ 9902-001, except for the terms below, 
which are defined as follows: 


